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Contaminated

soil removal
underway at
Venoco site
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BY PETER DUGRE
peter@coastalview.com
Along-awaited proj- /
ect to remove DDT- Slnce the
contaminated soil remediation

from portions of the
Venoco, Inc., property
at Carpinteria Avenue
and Dump Road got
underway on Aug. 8.
Many eyes will be on
the project to make
sure the soil is properly
removed, stormwa-
ter runoff adequately
channeled and all rules
and regulations to pro-
tect sensitive habitat
and potential Native
American artifacts fol-
lowed.

In all, 12,670 cubic
yards of soil are to be

project was to
be conducted on
sensitive coastal

property...
planners

scrutinized the
plans before
approving them
last fall.

removed and trucked away to Santa Maria from 8.8 acres
of contaminated land, mainly from an area known in city
planning circles as the Buffer Parcel, which serves as a
buffer between the Carpinteria Oil and Gas Processing
Facility and the Arbol Verde neighborhood. According to
Jackie Campbell, the Community Development Director
with the City of Carpinteria, the excavation phase of the
project is scheduled to be completed within eight weeks.

See SOIL continued on page 6

SHAUN KELLY

It’s not your traditional yacht club, but the fun-loving Carpinteria Yacht Club keeps
to its time-honored traditions with an annual regatta and the ceremonial kissing

of the fish. At this year’s event, third-place fishing derby finisher Steve Rice laid a
wet one on first-place fisherwoman Hannah Gonchoroff’s winning fish. The Aug. 13
regatta at Linden Beach came at the culmination of the “70 Days of Summer Fishing
Tournament” and was a celebration of the club’s 20™ birthday. For more photos and
inflatables only shenanigans, see page 22.

Griggs makes Carpinteria hlstory

BY LEA BOYD

lea@coastalview.com

David Griggs celebrated 25 years as
director/curator of the Carpinteria Val-
ley Museum of History on Aug. 16—a
milestone worthy of its own chapter in
local history. Griggs surmises that after
all these years, he has become virtually
inseparable from the museum and its
mission. “It’s not a job. It's not a career.
It's my life and I couldn’t imagine a better
place to devote my life,” he said.

In 1986, 29-year-old Griggs was
handed the keys to his new kingdom
after beating out 43 candidates—some
with doctoral degrees—for the job. He
had applied for the position on a whim
with a bachelors degree in environmental
studies and a resume highlighting the ex-
perience he had gained in education and
anthropology as a naturalist at Channel
Islands National Park.

“A desk job was the last thing I was
looking for,” Griggs remembered with a
laugh. But time would prove how critical

Griggs ecology background was to run-
ning the local museum. “Because I'm an
ecologist, I believe in every piece of the
puzzle,” he said. Upon his hiring, Griggs
gained control of a small-but-complex
puzzle.

The Board of Directors had just com-
pleted a major building fund campaign
and the construction of a new museum
wing when it handed Griggs a beautiful
new facility with the tattered remnants
of a docent program that had dissolved
during construction, a mere $2,000 in
the bank and no financial reserves. “This
place needed direction,” he recalled. “It
needed a strong director.”

So Griggs immedjiately set to work. He
built a thriving volunteer corps, added
detail and depth to sparse museum
exhibits and helped to pull the little
museum out of financial straits. In the

HISTORY continued on page 24
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Hired 25 years ago at age 29, David Griggs has put his stamp on just about
every inch of Carpinteria’s successful little museum.
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two and a half decades since, Griggs has
gracefully juggled several hats, those
of fundraiser, volunteer coordinator,
grant writer, newsletter author, artifact
collector, history book contributor, exhibit
curator, museum grounds landscaper
and school program instructor. In the
process, he has acquired a wealth of
local knowledge to rival any of the native
Carpinterians who lived through the
making of the valley’s rich history.

“I think it’s important to have some-
one in the museum who’s that knowl-
edgeable about the area. He would be

very hard to replace, that’s for sure,”
said Dorothy Thielges, president of the
board for the Carpinteria Valley Histori-
cal Society.

Roxie Lapidus, longtime museum
volunteer and newsletter writer and
editor, concurs. “It was a lucky day for
Carpinteria back in 1986 when David
Griggs accepted the position as direc-
tor,” she stated. His commitment to the
museum community extends far beyond
the building walls, Lapidus reported.
When a docent recently phoned him at
work about a swarm of bees in her attic,
“He dropped everything and went over
there,” she said.

From the start, Carpinteria and its
museum represented a special haven for

Griggs. He had grown up in the City of
Orange before strip malls and apartment
complexes replaced its namesake citrus
groves. “When I came into Carp, it was
like coming home again,” he said.

Under Griggs” watch, the museum
runs like a well-oiled machine. A sizable
endowment fund provides the backbone
of the museum’s operating budget. This,
plumped with grants, Carpinteria Valley
Historical Society membership and mu-
seum marketplace fundraisers, allows
the facility complete independence from
fickle public funding.

A crew of 63 volunteers keeps the
museum archives up to date, facilitates
the museum’s monthly marketplace and
interacts with the public during normal

museum hours. During the museum’s
open hours, approximately 10,000 visi-
tors view the exhibits annually. Griggs
understands the importance of creating
and maintaining a vibrant volunteer
program. “I'm just a captain,” he said,
“without a crew this ship would be
floundering on the rocks.”

Prior to Griggs, museum directors
turned over quickly. The longest tenure
for any predecessor was five or six years.
And though 25 years is quite a long time
to stay in a job, Griggs has no plans to
retire any time soon. “I don’t like this
job. I'love this job. I get choked up talk-
ing about it. I couldn’t imagine doing
anything else.”
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SANDPIPER ALL AGE PARK...Charming 2 bedroom, 2 bath
mobile home. Spacious living and dining room, 1600+
square feet,many amenities. Relax on a large covered porch.
Pets okay. OFFERED AT $219,000.

Please call Nancy Branigan at (805) 886-7593

or Jackie Williams at (805) 680-5066
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AWESOME OCEAN VIEWS.. from all three decks of this
tri-level home. Tranquil foothill location on one acre with
mature avocado and other fruit trees. Three bedroom,
two and one-half bath, spacious great room with open
beam vaulted ceilings. Three car garage. GREAT BUY at
a FANTASTIC PRICE - MOTIVATED SELLER.

REDUCED TO $995,000.

Please call Shirley Kimberlin (805) 886-0228

OPEN SUNDAY AUGUST 21+ 1-3 PM

4950 SANDYLAND ROAD #228 « CARPINTERIA
HOSTED BY BETSY ORTIZ

LOCATION, LOCATION! High visibility corner lot in BEACHSIDE STUDIO WITH LARGE PRIVATE PATIO Great
charming downtown Carpinteria; home of the “World’s opportunity for an investment and/or vacation retreat very
Safest Beach”. One of the last undeveloped parcels nearthe “World’s Safest Beach”. Association fee includes
offering a prime site for many commercial uses PLUS pool, spa, bar-be-cue area, gated parking, on site manage-
the possibility of residential above. Motivated Seller will ment and ALL utilities.

consider financing for qualified Buyer. Approximately OFFERED AT $429,000.

10,000 sq. ft. Call Shirley Kimberlin (805) 886-0228

OFFERED AT $525,000.

Please call Shirley Kimberlin (805) 886-0228

STEPS TO THE BEACH...1 Bed/1 Bath condo at
s - beautiful Sunset Shores. Association amenities include:
“ - pool, spa, barbecue area. Excellent location for vacation

retreat, investment, or rental. REDUCED TO $375,000.

Please call Shirley Kimberlin (805) 886-0228
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VISTA DE SANTA BARBARA ALL AGE PARK...3 bedroom,
2 full baths, recently remodeled in excellent condition.
Berber carpets, bright sunroom, pets okay. Near beach,
bluffs and shopping.

OFFERED AT $175,000.

Please call Nancy Branigan at (805) 886-7593

TWO BLOCKS FROM THE BEACH...Enjoy the mountain
views while you relax on the large covered porch of this
immaculate two bedroom, one bath home located in Sil-
ver Sands Mobile Home Park.

OFFERED AT $349,000.

Please call Shirley Kimberlin (805) 886-0228

GREAT POTENTIAL V|sta De Santa Barbara 2 bedroom
2 bath, spacious living room and dining area. Kitchen has
updated appliances. New laminate floors throughout. One
bedroom exceptionally large. Mountain views from covered
porch. All age park. Pet OK. Must See!

OFFERED AT $125,000

VERY PRIVATE... Silver Sands Park location backs to salt
marsh, well priced, good condition. $313/mo. space rent.
REDUCED TO $319,000.

Please call Patsy Cutler (805) 886-0969

CARPINTERIA BEAUTY 1800+ SQ FT FAMILY HOME

3 bed/3 bath, spacious kitchen w/bonus room, gor-
geous living room, vaulted ceiling, fireplace. Private
backyard, mountain views in PUD, lush grounds, pool/
spa. Pristine condition. Owner financing too.
REDUCED TO $610,000.

Please call Patsy Cutler (805) 886-0969
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Please call Nancy Branigan, 805-886-7593.
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